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Zusammenfassung / Abstract 

As a part of the RGZM “Pilgrimage Project”, a 3D architectural study of the late-antique 
Abu Mina has been initiated, in 2013-4. As one of the major early Christian pilgrimage 
centres outside the Holy Land, Abu Mina is a remarkable example of a semi-urban 
agglomeration, which gradually grew around the focal sacral point of the saint’s grave. 
 
Due to the long duration of the settlement of Abu Mina as pilgrimage site, modern 
scholars of various scientific fields are enabled to convey researches in numerous aspects 
of early pilgrimage, from the moment of conceiving of the first martyrial church in the 
second half of the fourth century to the final abandonment of the site in the middle 
ages. 
 
Longevity of the site comprehends several major changes of its architectural and 
urbanistic appearances, both as improving in prosperous times or decaying after 
destruction during wars. Excavations and researches of Peter Grossman in 1969-99 
revealed at least nine architectural phases  of the martyrial – ecclesial complex: six stages 
of the genuine three-aisled grave church until its enlargement into a five-aisled martyrial 
basilica and two major phases of expanding of the ecclesial group by adding of the 
monumental baptistery to the west and the congregational basilica to the east of the 
martyrial church. The final architectural phase of the church complex of the already 
deteriorated pilgrimage settlement in 8th A.D. was a five-aisled basilica commissioned by 
patriarch Michael I.  
 
The 3D architectural study of Abu Mina sets a focus on the most complex and most 
developed phase of the church group built in the time of Justinian I. - the 8th phase 
according to P.Grossman. By elaborating the proposed ideas about the construction and 
the structures appearances as three-dimensional spacious reconstruction, it is possible to 
brought to light the very first spatial appearance of the ecclesial ensemble of this phase, 
which would serve as anchorage point for the animated volumetric presentation of the 
processional avenue with belongs to the town's quarters around it. 
 


