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Nora-Sophie Toaspern 
(Universität Leipzig)
Symbolism and representation of imperial authority 
in the inauguration ceremonial and the attire of 
the Eparch of Constantinople (10th/ 11th century)

13.30–14.30 Uhr
LUNCH BREAK 
 
14.30–15.15 Uhr 
CHAIR: Antje Steinert

Nadine Viermann 
(Ruprecht-Karls Universität Heidelberg)
Reshaping the Byzantine Emperor’s Image: 
George of Pisidia’s Poetry in Context

15.15–15.30 Uhr
COFFEE BREAK

15.30 Uhr 
FINAL DISCUSSION

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CONTACT: 

Miriam Salzmann salzmann@rgzm.de

Tristan Schmidt tristan.schmidt@uni-mainz.de

João Vicente de Medeiros Publio Dias 
joaov.dias@gmail.com

Young Academics Network



Social power and authority are deeply 
intertwined with language, today as in the past. 
As a basic tool of human communication, 
language not only expresses power relations; 
it is also shaped by existing structures of power. 
However, language can be powerful itself, 
co-constructing and reinterpreting social realities 
and inciting certain behaviour. Language as 
we understand it here is not limited to verbal – 
spoken or written – expression, but rather 
includes also visual communication and 
performative acts. 
In our second Young Academics Network 
roundtable we ask how power and authority 
were constructed through language, and how 
language was influenced by the prevailing power 
structures in Byzantium. Which discourses were 
used to legitimize and promote power, which 
media employed to wield social or spiritual 
authority? Which communication strategies did 
emperors, patriarchs, saints, scholars, soldiers 
and generals apply when they 
competed for political, 
spiritual, economic and 
social power?
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SCHEDULE

10.00–10.15 Uhr
INTRODUCTION

10.15–11.45 Uhr
CHAIR: João Vicente de Medeiros Publio Dias
 
Marina Díaz Bourgeal 
(Complutense University of Madrid)
Looking to the good old days. Secularist 
approaches to the reign of the emperor Julian

Roman Shliakhtin 
(Johannes Gutenberg-Universität Mainz)
Translating the Turks: (Mis)representation 
of Seljuk Court Titles as Personal Names in 
Komnenian Rhetoric

11.45–12.00 Uhr
COFFEE BREAK 
 
12.00–13.30 Uhr
CHAIR: Miriam Salzmann

Francisco Lopez-Santos Kornberger 
(University of Birmingham)
History, enkomion, and Twitter: minding your 
words in the eleventh-century Byzantine court


